
November 11, 2021 Governor’s Report  

David,  

I hope you are have a good night and I hope you won’t mind asking your MC to read this report at your 

installation.   

District 4 has been pretty quiet since I took the reins as Governor. The spike in COVID numbers has led 

to a further crackdown on gatherings, especially here north of the border. So, the “fun” part of being 

Governor, which is attending installations and meeting the members of our District, has not been 

allowed to happen yet. 

The good news is that most municipalities have allowed vaccinated individuals to have medium size 

gatherings and so some clubs are opening up again and having regular meetings with appropriate 

safeguards in place. Here in Prince George, we have been meeting again for a few months now, we have 

welcomed one new member and we have tentatively scheduled a mixed Christmas Party / Installation 

for December 4. Fingers crossed!  

I can tell you though that work is underway at the International Level and District 4 is playing a large part 

in it, both in terms of my seat at Board of Governors meetings as well as a strong presence on task 

forces and committees.  

1. Membership and the Restructuring of Gyro  

The membership committee is chaired by Past International president Alan Pentney of Stampede City 

AB and includes Mike Eisner (Blacklake CA); Larry Duba (Fresno CA); Gary Sirek (St Paul MN); Dan Bliss 

(Peterborough ON); Harold Bernard (Truro NS); and Derm Jackman (Castlegar BC) and then two District 

4 members, namely Don Patterson (Fraser-Delta BC) and David Caul (Camosun BC).  

I emailed everyone about this from the membership portal recently. I know the attachments are lengthy 

but I encourage everyone to read the attachment entitled “Briefing Paper”, which is 16 pages but is 

likely one of the most important documents ever generated for the good of gyro. At the Board of 

Governors meeting last night, we voted unanimously to approve all of the membership committee’s 

recommendations.     

But now the real work begins. I would like to encourage all of you to please contact me if you think you 

might have time to dedicate to the initiatives that will be needed to move forward with these 

recommendations. There is a lot of hard work in front of us.  

2. The Syracuse Issue  

As background, Syracuse NY, is our largest Gyro Club by a significant margin with 83 members and is 

part of District 3. Our friends in District 3 are struggling right now as they just lost a large 56-member 

club in Kitchener Waterloo after they refused to pay their dues and were struck. Syracuse did not quit 

and did not refuse to pay dues, but they demanded change before the next billing cycle or they would 

leave the fraternity. Because restructuring efforts were underway as described above, (and these were 

underway already) we hotly debated what to do. Do we let 83 members leave which would be another 

tremendous loss for District 3? Or do we try to keep them in the fold? The consensus was that we had to 



try to stop the bleeding. But how could we buy time to see if Syracuse might be willing to remain a part 

of the new Gyro we are trying to create?  

A task force with a strong District 4 presence, including past Governor Matt Williams and International 

Second VP, Dan Durbin, was struck to urgently brainstorm a solution to the Syracuse issue. 

At our September BOG meeting, following the recommendation of the Task Force, we voted to allow 

Gyro International and District 3 to negotiate a special agreement with Syracuse. At our BOG meeting 

last night, we voted to approve of that agreement which has a two-year term and caps Syracuse’s dues 

at 50. It also precludes them from any requirement to attend district or international functions and caps 

them at 50 for voting purposes. The two-year time limit on this agreement unofficially gives us a two-

year window to effect change in our organization. Once we do, it is hoped that Syracuse (and all clubs) 

will recognize the benefits of a restructured Gyro and re-dedicate themselves to this fraternity.  

Both votes were extremely close. Some governors are upset and see this as Gyro International 

succumbing to the pressure of a bully, worrying only about money, and using it to drive a wedge 

between large clubs and smaller clubs or between international, districts and clubs.  I choose to see it as 

a short-term band-aid as we try to make our organization better.  

That’s enough from me but in closing, on this day of reflection for both of our countries, I hope you’ll all 

join me and raises your glasses to the brave men and women who fought for our freedom. This includes 

several of our Charter Members… after all, Gyro began just shortly before the outbreak of the first world 

war. I wish I was there in person to toast with you.  

Enjoy your night and I would welcome any calls or emails from anyone on all matters gyro. 

Yours in Gyro Friendship 

Trevor Slaney 

Governor, District 4.  

       

   


