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KEEPING UP 

“My, my we’re very shy”, but at 
least we’re consistent 
(unfortunately)! 

Without the travelling Lims, we’d be 
short a page of adventures for this 
issue. The intrepid pair were also 
featured last month, as well. Maybe 
it’s possible someone else could 
step up from time to time … 

Meanwhile, where are those bios 
I’ve been asking for for over a year? 
Mike Gatens has only just joined us 
and he’s managed it! 

This month, David Bartlett has 
come through with an excellent set 
of responses to the Ultimate 
Question of Life, the Universe, and 
Everything (and none of them is 42). 

If you’ve read or heard the 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, 
you’ll know what all that was about 
… 
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EDITORIAL 

Fall Back 
 
Many of us are in the Fall of our lives. 
Unfortunately, we don’t get the 
option to change the clocks and take 
a few years off! 
 
An interesting question would be, 
how many of us would actually do 
that, if we could? Age (we hope) 
implies experience and, as we 
discover in most issues of the 
Bulletin, our Club has a fascinating 
range of experience in lives lived. 
 
District Governor Don Patterson is 
one of those who believes that we 
should share that knowledge and 
experience. He realises that in our 
twilight years we have much more to 
offer youngsters than we think. 
 
Maybe we should remember that 
the twilight is really only a reflection 
of the new dawn. 
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A WORD FROM PRESIDENT PAT MARSHALL 
 
 

The election is over! No party won – except maybe the 
electorate telling the leaders they are tired of pejorative 
comments regarding opponents. We can get back to our 
favorite topics – weather, sports, Brexit and the Donald.  

 

Thanks to Paddy and Harry, John and Diane, Stu and Dawn 
for hosting Fall App and Yaps. The Fall Ball (September 28th) 
was another success, with about 60 attending. Hans 
Rodenburgh was the prime organiser.  

 

 Founders Night hosted by Camosun, was attended by 
about 15 of the Victoria Gyro Club. Dan Blanchard, President of Victoria, reminded us of their 
100th Anniversary and events surrounding this – International Convention, interim District 4 
convention and a 1920s Gala the evening of Saturday, June 13th at Ocean Pointe, period dress 
or formal wear. Peter Evans spoke in general terms of Gyro Friendship and promoting it. The 
Keynote talk was given by Ken Fyke who spoke about the Canadian Blood scandal and the 
formation of Canadian Blood Services. Thanks to Ken for providing insights into this major 
public health problem and to Marc for arranging. 

  

 The Ladies Christmas Luncheon will be held Friday, December 6th at the Victoria Golf 
Club. A separate notice will be forthcoming.  

 

 Pub Night (October 28th) was unceremoniously cancelled when an eagle (Eddy) blew a 
transformer supplying power to the Victoria Golf Club. The eagle did not survive 220 volts but 
pub night will live on – rescheduled for Monday, November 25th 6-8 pm at Victoria Golf Club. 

 

 Well I must go and see how much Halloween candy is left and “decarve” the pumpkin 
for soup!!  

 
Pat  
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Founders’ Night, October 16 at Uplands 

President Pat was in the Chair (well, we only have a podium, but …) and launched the meeting with a 
rousing rendition of O Canada, accompanied by the serried ranks of Camosun and Victoria Gyros. His 
next duty was a call to Marcel Fisher to toast the Sovereign, which he did with unmasked enthusiasm. 
Grace was the opportunity for our Gyro friends from Victoria to introduce themselves and Victoria 
President Dan Blanchard did us proud in his thanks to the Deity for all we receive (and were about to). 
 
After dinner, President Pat was once again on his feet in the Chair, as he called upon Messrs Boult, 
Prelypchan and Skene to come up to be recognised for their long service to Gyro. Despite his absence, 
Norm Prelypchan received his 40-year membership pin alongside Don Boult, who was there, while Bob 
Skene – also present – was awarded his 25-year pin. One wag was heard to remark, “Skene’s only been 
here for 25 years!” in what was, of course, a tribute to Bob’s enthusiasm for Gyro. 
 
The excuse for the comradely gathering of our combined Camosun/Victoria forces was the celebration of 
the gift our Founders – Gus Handerson, Paul Schwan and Ed Kagy (below) – left in the form of our clubs  
and the friendships that have 
blossomed therein.  
 
Past Victoria President and 
District Governor, Peter, Evans 
pronounced the Eulogy to the 
Founders, recalling their 
commitment to each other as 
the hallmark of Gyro and the 
tradition that we are all called 
upon to continue today. 
 
 
 
The speaker for the evening was Camosun’s own Ken Fyke, O.C., introduced by IPP Marc Dumais. 
 
Ken has been Deputy Minister of Health for Saskatchewan, Head of Capital Region Health and Chair of 
the Committee tasked with reform of the healthcare system following the tainted-blood scandal.  
 
He reminded us that over 8,000 Canadians had died because of the scandal and over a billion dollars had 
been paid out in damages. Responsibility was clearly at the door of the Canadian Red Cross (which 
administered the scheme) and the Federal Government, neither of which admitted blame soon enough. 
This is an issue that is close to the hearts of Camosun Gyro, since one of our members lost his son-in-law 
as a result of tainted blood that should never have been administered. 
 
In the successful enquiry that followed, Ken oversaw the complete overhaul of the blood transfusion 
service and managed to win back the trust of Canadians and the survival of our voluntary blood 
contribution system. For his and the Committee’s work, he was awarded the Order of Canada. 
 
Ken left us thinking about new challenges to public health, particularly the unforeseeable effects on 
human health of climate change. 
 
David Else 
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Four Questions to … Dave Bartlett* 

 
What would you say defines “you”? 
 
A wee lad was born in England during  a bombing raid in the second world war, under the 
kitchen table, delivered by a horse vet, and emigrated to Canada in 47, lived primarily in 
Victoria, went to Willows, Oak Bay Junior and Senior High schools, left in 63 to article with a 
Prince George architect, travelled to Terrace and Vancouver, finally back to Victoria in 74. In 
between got married to Donna in 67, family of twin girls born in 69. Fast forward, retired for 16 
years, twins and families live in West Kelowna, and we are still in the same house for 45 years. 
Started playing golf at 50 and been a member of Uplands for over 30 years, still trying.     
 
What would you take to a desert island (excluding books and music)? 
 
Thinking that if a desert island was full of sand, probably a sand wedge. I have a great deal of 
difficulty in getting the ball out of Uplands sand traps. 
 
Favourite memory?  
 
As we age, we often remember thing we did in our misspent youth, at 16 I was a hell of a pool 
shark. Cliff Thorburn and Ernie Jay were often my corrupt partners, raking in money up and 
down the island, then I turned to tennis and became second best on the island. That was a lot 
of fun. Apart from that, marrying Donna in 67 and being at the birth of our twins in 1969 was, 
and remains, a vivid memory. 
 
Why did you join Gyro?  
 
In 1976 a former Camosun gyro, John Balloch, 
invited me to a meeting at the old Oak Bay 
Beach Hotel, found the evening very 
rewarding and decided to continue, little 
knowing that my first year was to be the bar 
host. I still enjoy the get together twice a 
month with the delightful speakers that we 
are able to entice to our meetings. 
 

*Dave has been a Camosun Gyro for 42 years and has served as a Director, Club President and 
District Secretary 
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Fake News? by A.M. Ember 

 
Under pressure from Members, Camosun President Pat Marshall, may be heading towards a 
“Unity” coalition administration. The inconclusive election result (see page 23 of this Bulletin) 
has left Pat’s No Democracy Please (NDP) party with a minority on the Executive. There are 
rumours of a deal with either the Completely Politically Confused party (CPC) or the Be Quiet 
party (BQ). However, the Lately Partly Complete party (LPC) may come to his rescue. 

The CVRD (Cowichan Valley Regional District) has come to an agreement with Oak Bay 
Municipality to sell Shawnigan Lake, a deal, worth several centuries’ worth of Oak Bay 
taxpayers’ money. Spokesperson Jackson Fogh of the suburban Victoria municipality explains, 
“Oak Bay is the only one of the CRD municipalities not to have its own lake and the CVRD has 
several,” he whines. For local residents of the lake area, nothing will change: still no police, fire 
or municipal garbage collection; Oak Bay will continue to receive the last of these services. 

The Government of Canada has been alerted to the plight of the refugees from Thunder Bay 
arriving in Victoria (see last issue). Officials from the Ministry have been dispatched to Victoria 
to help with acclimatisation, resettlement and language training. Each mosquito-scarred family 
will receive counselling at taxpayers’ expense and help with interpreting “west-coast English”, 
which is generally unintelligible to outsiders. One refugee family was heard to remark, “We’d 
have been better off in Quebec (if it wasn’t for weather even worse than in Thunder Bay)”. A 
local man who offered new arrivals a “hookah” was misinterpreted, leading to some 
embarrassment. 

“All Points West”, the CBC’s afternoon local Island programme is to have a new segment 
specifically aimed at Black Bears. Says CBC spokesperson, Bobby Ouch: “We feel that this 
section of the population is seriously under-represented in the media and deserves its own 
spot. The black bear population has been treated badly in the past and needs to find its own 
expression on the radio.” A CBC team sent out to survey audience reaction failed to find any 
significant disagreement with the move, apart from a few “grunts and growls”. Only one CBC 
researcher was eaten, but it is believed she was a victim of Grizzlies (who will not be getting 
their own segment any time soon”, says the spokesperson.)  
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Basking and Biking in the Basque Country 

by Jan Lim 

 Waking up at 415 AM, we just made it to the front door when the taxi showed up early. 

The fare to Barcelona Airport exceeded our combined airfares to San Sebastián. We 

arrived before 8 AM and made a short visit to 

the quaint village of Hondarribia before picking 

up our rental car. 

After depositing our luggage and stashing 

the car in a public garage, we rented bikes 

to explore the city of San Sebastián. It has 

2 magnificent beaches enclosed in a 

picturesque bay but we spent most of our time enjoying the architecture and the food. 

 

We were suitably impressed by the well-

planned network of bike lanes that sped us 

safely between the different parts of the city. 

 

The best surprise was a dedicated 1-2 km 

tunnel (actually in 2 sections) that allowed us to 

enjoy pleasant gradients and cool 

temperatures without breaking sweat. Eskerrik asko! (Thanks in Basque). 
 

We were able to take in many but not all the magnificent sights the lovely city 
possesses. Lucky are its inhabitants. 
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Who is … Mike Gatens* 

I was born and raised in Poca, West Virginia, and, like my parents and grandparents before me, I’m a Poca Dot. I 
played football and baseball at Poca High, graduating in the Bicentennial year of 1976. Instead of entering the 
family Funeral Home business, I went to Texas A&M to study energy, play rugby and become an Aggie, graduating 
with a degree in petroleum engineering in 1980. Summer internships were in west Texas (Midland-Odessa) for 
Amoco and Midland National Bank. Upon graduation, I worked for Bass Enterprises in New Orleans, then brief 
stints in Ft. Worth and Oklahoma City. I returned to Texas A&M to pursue my master’s degree while working at 
S.A. Holditch and Associates. 
 
I spent 15 years with Holditch in College Station and Pittsburgh, where I started their Eastern Division in 1988. The 
time with them was invaluable. I got to train under world-class experts and became an expert, myself, in shale gas 
and coalbed methane (CBM) reservoirs, working around the world including in Canada, India, Poland, Ukraine, and 
the former Soviet Union. I also served on the Board of the International Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPEI). 
When Holditch was acquired by Schlumberger in 1997, I moved to Calgary to start MGV Energy with my business 
partner, George Voneiff.   
 
MGV Energy used a shallow gas joint venture with 
Pan Canadian Energy (later EnCana) to kick off a CBM 
joint venture that led to the first commercial CBM 
production in Canada. MGV was acquired by 
Quicksilver Resources and I left in 2007 to start 
Unconventional Gas Resources (UGR). UGR was 
active in the Montney formation in BC and was 
acquired by Painted Pony in 2017. During this time, I 
was the founding Chairman of the Canadian Society 
for Unconventional Gas (CSUG), served on the Board 
and as Chair of the Canadian Association of 
Petroleum Producers (CAPP), and was awarded the 
Sproule Achievement Award and Alberta Centennial 
Medal. In 2005, MGV was the first #1 company in the 
Aggie 100 awarded by the Texas A&M Mays School of Business. The best thing I did while in Calgary was meet my 
future wife, Heidi, in 1998. We married in 1999 and I joined her Canadian and Austrian families. 
 
I retired in 2017 and we moved to Victoria a year later, as we had long planned to do. Heidi has family in the area 
and we purchased our James Bay condo in 2003 planning for this move. I now mostly do what Heidi tells me and 
we follow the weather, splitting time between Canada, the U.S. and Loreto, Mexico.  
 
I am on the boards of Primavera Resources, MP Analytics and Geoscience BC which help me maintain some 
connection to the oil and gas sector and give me an excuse for travel to Calgary, College Station, and Vancouver. 
We have joined the Victoria Golf Club, the Union Club, and the Gyro Club and are just getting to know many new 
friends in the Victoria area. 
 
*Mike is about to complete his first year as a Camosun Gyro. 
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The Penultimate Page 
Happy November birthdays to: David Else (08/11), Keith Spacey (12/11) Hans Roddenburgh 
(17/10) and President Pat Marshall (29/11). 

 

Forthcoming Events for District IV 

There are no upcoming events for the District in the immediate future, so we’re repeating what 
we said last month. Very many Gyros from all over North America are expected to be in Victoria 
for the District IV Interim and International Convention in June, 2020, where we expect every 
Camosun Gyro still mobile (!) to present themselves. See www.victoriagyro.com. Whether you 
make it to Victoria (and, seriously, it’s not that far!), or not, all Gyros and their partners will also 
be very welcome for Vancouver, BC, Club’s centennial and District IV Convention in October, 
2020, to be held in Richmond, close to the ferry and the airport. 

Fees and Secession 

(Repeated from the last edition of the Bulletin) 

The fees increase agreed at the Reno International Convention has raised the thorny issue of 
Camosun’s participation in the District and International. As a result, the Executive will be 
discussing the matter and how it is to be brought before the membership at its next meeting 
(see President Pat’s message last month). 

Gyros may wish to avail themselves of their Bulletin to express their opinions and feelings about 
our belonging to District IV and International. Letters and comments will be welcome. 

Colm  

www.victoriagyro.com
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Regular Dinner 5 November 19 Uplands 

Regular Dinner 19 November 19 Uplands 

Regular Dinner 3 December 19 Uplands 

Adult Christmas Party (mixed) 17 December 19 Uplands 

Children’s Christmas Party 21 December 19 Uplands 

Regular Dinner 7 January 19 Uplands 

Robbie Burns Dinner (mixed) 21 January 20 TBD 

Regular Dinner 4 February 20 Uplands 

Past President’s Party (mixed) 22 February 20 TBD 

St Patrick’s Dinner (mixed) 17 March 20 Uplands? 

Regular Dinner 4 April 20 Uplands 

AGM 21 April 20 Uplands 

Installation 1,2,3-May-20 Uplands + 

Regular Dinner 19 May 20 Uplands 

Regular Dinner meeting 2 June 20 Uplands 

Steak Fry 18-Jun-20    TBD 

 

THE LAST PAGE 

YOUR EXECUTIVE 2019/2020 

President Pat MARSHALL 1st VP Mike WEDEKIND 

Secretary Peter WHELAN 2nd VP Hans RODENBURGH 

Treasurer Jay FRAY Past President Marc DUMAIS 

Director Tim EVANS Director Ron FROLEK 

Director Colm FOY Director Rick McKAY 

 
CAMOSUN CLUB CALENDAR 

The Thunderbird Bulletin is published by the Camosun Gyro Club for the benefit of its members. The views and ideas expressed in the Bulletin are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent those of the Camosun Club or Gyro International. Overall Editor: Colm Foy (colmfoy@gmail.com). 
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