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Keeping Up-To-Date 

The calendar on the last page is an 

important part of the Bulletin and I 

hope Gyros are making maximum 

use of it. Together with the Club 

web site – camosungyro.com – it’s an 

easy way to see at a glance what’s 

going on and what’s going to be 

going on. 

We can also use this page to 

announce other events of interest to 

Gyros: District and International 

Conventions, for example, or 

meetings of groups within Gyro like 

the bridge players’ matches. 

Finally, apologies for the late 

delivery – conditions in Ethiopia are 

not ideal! 
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Editorial 

The summer is well and truly over in 

Victoria and things are getting back 

to “normal”.  

That means our regular meeting 

schedule is back and we can look 

forward to many evenings of 

friendship and fun, as well as 

hearing from all sorts of interesting 

speakers. 

As Gyros, we all benefit from the 

camaraderie and friendship that we 

get from our club and, of course, that 

we give in return. I am writing this 

from the United Nations in Ethiopia, 

a place where the entire world chips 

in to help. In that I see an echo of 

the solidarity that binds us in Gyro. 

Friendship is something we should 

not take lightly: it is a wonderful and 

rare thing. 
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 A WORD FROM PRESIDENT MARC DUMAIS 

   

September was a busy month for Camosun. Meeting Colin Henthorne for me was very exciting:  all the training that a 
mariner goes through and the responsibility that lies with sea officers was brought home by his talk to our first meeting of 
the new season. 
 
By all accounts the mixed golf tournament was a great success thanks to Ron and Bob.  I hadn’t realised the amount of 
effort that Martin had to undergo in order to provide us with what I understood to be a very entertaining and informative talk 
at the dinner afterwards.  He said he had enjoyed himself immensely and was thankful because it was the first time out 
since he had had his fall.  Our first Pub night was ok – don’t forget to look for it the last Monday of each month.   
 
Many of us gathered on Friday, 28

th
 September, to celebrate the life of James Nelson. Two contrasting stories stand out for 

me:  how he met a grizzly bear; and how he met Susan.  In the first case, he enthusiastically and wisely fled, while, in the 
second, he just as enthusiastically and wisely pursued! 
 
October is going to be another busy Month.  For our first meeting on October 2

nd
, our guest speaker was Captain Dermott 

Molholland.  He was the commissioning Captain for HMCS Cornerbrook, commanded the frigate HMCS Winnipeg and 
spent time working directly with the US navy as a senior officer.  October 16 is Founders’ night and will be hosted by 
Victoria club.  The Fall Ball is Saturday October 27.  Rick Mackay will be issuing further details soon. 
 
We have settled on the website, evite, and the newsletter (sent by email) as our primary communications.  If you don’t 
know what’s going on it tells me that you are not reading your correspondence.  A lot of work goes into our communications 
and seems to me that it is each member’s responsibility to read what goes out.  
 
In Gyro friendship, 
 
Marc 

  

FORE! GOLFING COUPLES 

A total of 18 Gyros and spouses participated in the 2018 Camosun Gyro mixed golf tournament at Uplands on September 
18 prior to our regular dinner. The weather was good as was most of the golf. 
 
The winner on a net score basis was Ron Frolek with a net 32 for 9 holes. The shot of the day was by Terry Fauteux 
coming very close to a hole in one on the par 3 ninth hole, but the event of the day was when Barb Elford, possibly inspired 
by the absence of her husband, had the longest drive on the 7th hole shamelessly beating all of the men. 
 
Meanwhile, Grant Little and Ron Campion disgraced themselves by riding between all 9 holes in a golf cart! 
 
Hopefully this will become an annual event as much fun was had by all! 
 
Bob Skene  

 

RECENT EVENTS (see page 7 for more) 
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Four Questions to … Marcel Fisher* 
 

1. What would you say defines you? 

I'm a compassionate romantic, I have three marriages to 

prove that! I'm also a generous spontaneous person. My ex 

wives could attest to that also! 

2. What would you take to a desert island (excluding books and music). 

That's difficult besides sunscreen and a friend ? This took 

some thought. Give me a table and a mirror. What the f.....k 

for? So.....you take the mirror and you look in the mirror and 

see what you saw. You take the saw and cut the table in 

half.  Two halves make a hole and you crawl through and get 

the hell out of there! 

3. Favourite memory. 

Besides my kids being born and the usual delights of 

ordinary life, my favourite would be my flight instructor having 

me land and with only six hours of dual control, he got out 

slapped my leg and wished me good luck. Yikes...! Thus 

began 25 years of flying. 

4. Why did you join Gyro? 

My good club friend Les Wood and I worked in businesses 

beside one another. One day I'm telling him about my 

involvement with Rotary and Kiwanis. Les said come with 

me, and I did, right to three Gyro meetings. So here I am 42 

years later 

*Marcel Fisher has been a Gyro for over 40 years, which makes him the 

Club’s eighth longest-serving member. 

 

 
Marcel and Lucy celebrating Bastille Day 

 

 

“… compassionate romantic …” 

“… two halves make a hole …” 

“… 25 years of flying …” 

“… 42 years of Gyro...” 

 

 
(Not) Raising a Stink 

 
Years ago, I was in the Prince 
George Club and we had a spirited 
relationship with Kitimat. They always 
sent a large delegation to our 
installation and we to theirs. It was 
never successful unless we came 
away with the other club's 'gong'.  
Special teams were set up to create 
diversions and abscond with the 
coveted prize, only to return it after 
many months when the bloom had 
gone off the rose with a hollow 
promise never to do it again. 
 
I happened to be in charge of our 
installation the year that a 'Gyrunt' 
(the sonof Gyros) was to be installed 
as our president and I wanted to 
teach Kitimat a lesson about the 
consequences of thievery. So I 
announced that our new gong would 
be a bicycle bell (bling bling) on an 
elaborate stand to recognise the 
unique honour of having a Gyrunt 
president. Kitimat couldn't refuse the 
challenge and would surely steal the 
'bling bling' gong. 
 
Little did they know I had hidden a 
slimy dead fish I had found under a 
lakeside wharf into a cavity within the 
new 'gong'. I imagined a poor Kitimat 
Gyro wondering where the stink in 
his house was coming from a few 
months later. 
  
The trap was set and the bait was 
taken! Delicious anticipation!  
Much to my chagrin the 'bling bling' 
gong was returned to us a year or so 
later without any comment at all. 
Distressed, I opened the cavity to 
find the desiccated remains of an 
odourless fresh water ling cod. 
 
Rats!  

Don Boult 
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Where in the world … have you been? 
 

This month: a Skeine of Skenes 
 

 

 

FAKE NEWS …? 
 

By Amiss Marshall Ember  

 
Camosun Gyro’s Fall Ball is to feature 
guest appearances by Mick Jagger 
and Sir Paul McCartney, while Shania 
Twain is to be the MC. Organiser guy 
Richie McKay says he had to turn 
down Madonna because she didn’t 
have enough material. 

 
The Cirque de Soleil was also 
begging to be allowed to perform, but 
Richie was obliged to turn them away 
for space reasons. Meanwhile, Past 
President Pete Stannyford has 
confirmed he will be performing a 
duet with Bob Dylan during dinner.  
 
Elsewhere, the search for the missing 
Gyros is cooling off; “It looks like they 
must have just Boulted”, says the 
FBI. “Besides”, they continue, “we’re 
too busy trying to find sober friends of 
Kavanaugh …” 

 
In other news: 

 

 In preparation for Victoria Gyro 
Club’s centenary, Camosun 
Gyros are launching a “$100, 100 
days” initiative to raise $10,000 
from each Gyro to send our sister 
club on a world cruise. 

 Following the failure of the 
McKenzie interchange (it fell into 
a sink hole) Uvic has decided to 
relocate to Duncan and Mill Bay 
to become UDumb. The Mill Bay 
campus will be UDumber. 

 The failure of Donald Trump to 
be elected to membership of the 
Camosun Gyro Club (see last 
month’s Bulletin) has made The 
New York Times - headline: 
“Trump Dumped, Gyro Says No.” 

 The procession of naval types 
addressing the Camosun Club 
has been noticed. Defence 
Ministry Spokesperson, Marcus 
Denial, points to Russian 
involvement in extracting vital 
intelligence from speakers. 
However, a Camosun Gyro 
Spokesperson says this is 
unlikely as there is “little 
intelligence at our meetings”. 

  

Judy Skene tells us, 
 
“This picture was taken at the start of our 2 week safari in 
Kenya with all our family.  It was 2012 and there were 17 of 
us, including children and spouses, grandchildren and 
significant others. 
 
Our son Craig decided we needed something so others would 
know we were a group.  The quote on the front of the shirt 
was “It is a SKENE THING, you wouldn’t understand”.  We 
got lots of laughs when we wore them.   
 
Everyone was able to see the wildebeest migration but the 
highlight for the younger set was the five kills they saw.  We 
had three vehicles to ourselves and three wonderful 
drivers.  Lots of fun was had by everyone.” 
 
Judy doesn’t specify who the “five kills they saw” were but we 
assume she did a head count before returning home to make 
sure that there were no Skenes left behind! 
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This month: Who is … Les Wood?  
 

Looking back, the best description of my life is “Jack of all trades, Master of none.” I have had many jobs, enjoyed them all and 
I’ve never been fired. 

At age 15, my first job was pumping gas at the local BA gas station in North Battleford, Saskatchewan. When I reached 16, my 
father gave me fifty cents and told me to go and buy a drivers licence, which I did, and then got a job with the local dry cleaner 
driving around town picking up dirty clothes and delivering clean (at 50 cents an hour). With all that money, I was able to save 
up enough to buy a new Tip TopTailor suit, which enabled me to get a job at a menswear store.  

My clothing style changed, however, when my friends and I joined the Prince Albert and Battleford Volunteers in 1942 and we 
were issued with 1918-era army uniforms. One night, my friend and I were standing on a corner trying to do what young boys 
do everywhere - pick up girls - when along came a couple of navy guys in bell-bottom pants with our target girls on their arms! 
That decided it: it was the Navy for us!  

After taking a course in Radio repair and maintenance I went to sea on board HMCS Fort Frances and spent six months 
escorting loaded ships from New York, Halifax and Newfoundland half way across the Atlantic where we met the Royal Navy 
escorting empty ships which they exchanged for our loaded ones; we took the empties back to get refilled with war equipment.  

Several times our Sonar picked up echoes that were thought to be U boats; we changed course, fired our Hedge Hog and 
dropped depth charges. Though oil came to the surface, we could never be absolutely sure we had hit a sub. With the onset of 
peace I was drafted to Esquimalt to help dismantle electronics from surplus ships. 

After the war I went to the University Saskatchewan in Saskatoon and to help pay the fees I joined the RCN Reserve Navy. 
There I met my beautiful wife Nettie and we were married in Saskatoon. In 1950 jobs were few and a Naval recruiter offered me 
a commission (Sub Lieutenant) in the Naval Ordinance Branch. We moved to Victoria where I took a course in weapons 
maintenance at the Naval Dockyard. I was appointed to HMCS Haida in Halifax as Ordinance Officer and we sailed for Korea in 
1952 via the Panama Canal. Alongside the US, Britain and other NATO countries we patrolled the North Korean coast to 
maintain the peace. We sailed for home via the Suez Canal arriving in Halifax in June 1953 where I was met by Nettie and my 
three-month-old daughter Terilyn. I was then appointed to Trials department at Naval Headquarters in Ottawa before moving to 
the Pacific Coast as Lieutenant Commander Weapons Trials Officer.  

I retired from the Navy in 1969. By this time, we had two more children, a son Ritchie and another daughter Cheryl. I became 
manager of the Victoria Under Sea Gardens (then actually located in Oak Bay), a job I held for about 20 years. During that time 
I was President of the Victoria Attractions Association and organised the Be A Tourist In Your Own Home Town programme 
that is still going strong today. 

One incident sticks in my mind from that period. A young whale had been found beached near Campbell River and was brought 
down by truck to the swimming pool of the Oak Bay Beach Hotel. It was not in good shape. When it had recovered somewhat, 
the managers of the Oak Bay Marina Sealand and Undersea Gardens were in a meeting  to discuss whether to move the orca 
by truck or by barge to Sealand. I pointed out there were many dangers in both cases and instead suggested using a 
helicopter. They all said I was crazy, but in the end agreed that the less than five minute flight would be best. The Oak Bay 
Marina owner, who also owned Sealand, gave me a substantial check ten minutes after the safe landing.  

The whale recovered and entertained thousands of visitors at Sealand before being flown to Florida and entertaining thousands 
more. 

I joined Camosun Gyro in 1969 and served as President in 1977-78. Nettie and I have since retired to the Victorian where there 
is no more cooking and washing dishes!  
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Farewell to James 
 

 
 

James Nelson was a BC boy from birth to death. He was also a self-described “water rat”, being happiest 
exploring every nook and cranny of the waters around Vancouver Island for more than 30 years as a Ship’s 
Master.  

James and his wife Jenny lived aboard their various vessels, which James contracted out to the Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO). He also contracted his services to DFO as an “ocean cop”. Serving as a field 
officer in the justice system, James helped to police commercial fishermen around the Island.   
 
After DFO retirement, James settled in greater Vancouver and operated a successful marine surveying 
company, evaluating yachts, fish boats and tugs for condition and value. James fully retired and moved to 
Victoria in 1991.  

James and his wife enjoyed 11 winters in Bucerias, Mexico, before Jenny passed away. The following year, 
he met Susan in Bucerias and they married.  

For 8 happy years, James and Susan have indulged in their love of travel, music, theatre, and each other. 
Both have agreed that joining Gyro was one of their best decisions, and cherish their Gyro friendships. These 
friends have been especially appreciated for their support during James’s illness. 

James’s diagnosis of terminal cancer in late 2016 was a great shock as he believed he would live to be 100. 
He had been a strong, vigorous man who worked out regularly and even, at age 76, shocked teenagers in 
Paris by easily performing several chin-ups in quick order when they were trying, and failing, to do so. 

However, practical, determined and loving man that he was, James immediately ensured his affairs were in 
order to ease the burden on Susan, and gave directions on his wishes to both Susan and his GP. He was the 
Captain to the end.  

A keen reader, and lover of poetry, he particularly identified with the poem “Invictus” by W.E. Henley. As 
the last verse says: “It matters not how straight the gate, how charged with punishment the scroll, I am the 
master of my fate, I am the captain of my soul.” 

Susan Tate 

 

A celebration of James’s life was held on September 28. Anyone wishing to commemorate his life 

was asked to donate to the Vancouver Island Prostate Centre (https://www.islandprostatecentre.com/). 
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The Captain Speaks : Camosun Regular Meeting September 4th  

For the first regular meeting Camosun Gyros heard from the Captain of the ill-fated Queen of the North ferry that 

sank in March 2006 with the loss of two lives. Colin Henthorne has written a book to explain as much as he can what 

happened that night. The Queen of the North Disaster: The Captain's Story, looks at the details of the sinking. He 

offered his version of events to the meeting, detailing the working of a crew on a long voyage when the Captain 

cannot be on the bridge the whole time. He answered questions from Gyros attempting to understand the 

circumstances of the sinking and explained the long-lasting effect that the sinking has had on him. He said he had 

written the book so that he would not "be living in the shadow of everything else that's written about it." 

 

"Every person that I have talked to about the sinking, right from the time that it happened, had questions. 

People still have questions. People who have read my whole book still have questions." 

 

Aux enfants de la patrie .....................................Cut the cake, Stu, cut the cake!  

 

The Captain Speaks (II): Subs and Such, October 2nd Regular Meeting  

The October 2nd regular meeting heard from another very interesting nautical speaker in the person of Captain 
Dermott Mulholland, RCN (retired) who was introduced by President Marc Dumais. 
 
Captain Mulholland has only just left the Navy, having retired at the end of September, so this was probably his very 
first presentation as a civilian. He certainly knew his subject, which was “Ships and submarines of the Royal 
Canadian Navy”. 
 
Indeed, he had every reason to know his way around naval vessels, having been the Commanding Officer of HMCS 
Winnipeg, HMCS Okanagan and HMCS Cornerbrook. 
 
The good Captain took us back to Canada's first submarine which was purchased by the B.C. Government in (!) in 
1914 and transferred to the Federal Government, probably due to maintenance costs. Following the Second World 
War, submarines were borrowed from other nations and used for training purposes, a practice that continued 
throughout the Cold War era. There was even a moment in the 1950s when Canada considered acquiring our own 
nuclear undersea vessels (building?) nuclear powered subs, but the cost of so doing was prohibitive and our country 
continued to operate subs that were powered by conventional fuels. 
 
At one point we bought four subs from the British Navy for training purposes. 
 
Capt. Mulholland then addressed a question that would most certainly have been in members’ minds as he 
continued his speech: Do we even need submarines? His response contained some very good points. He explained 
that subs have a very long range, are lethal, are difficult to detect, have exceptional endurance and crime fighting 
abilities (even Drug Smugglers are using them). 
 
Another point - and not the least important one – is that it is in Canada's interest to have a naval seat at the table 
when discussing national security with our allies. Indeed, Captain Mulholland judged his audience well and gave us a 
most interesting evening and his presentation was well received by the members.  

 

David Else 
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THE 2018 SUMMER FÊTE 

Some 60 Gyros, their partners and friends came together to celebrate the summer at our annual 

Gyro picnic in its new venue at Colm and Wanda’s in Shawnigan Lake. 

Upcoming Events in District IV 

District IV Interim 

APRIL 5-7, 2019 

Nanaimo, BC 
HOSTED BY THE NANAIMO GYRO CLUB. 

Information to follow. 

THE PENULTIMATE PAGE 

District IV Interim Convention, Gig Harbor, highlights 

The business meeting that was the excuse for the general revelry considered several issues directly relevant to 

Gyros, including the question of civil liability insurance for Club activities. The problem is being tackled by Peter 

Stanford (and, as we heard at a recent meeting, Mike Wedekind). 

Overall, District IV membership is in slow decline, down from 578 to 564 at the time of the Convention. 

Club reports included one from Victoria reminding delegates that the Club will reach its centenary in June 2020, 

so there is a plan to book the Laurel Point Inn for a celebration in January next year (which seems a bit early) with 

a suitably optimistic theme of “The Next 100 Years”. 

Under new business, the meeting asked for clarification about Project Phoenix, which is an initiative to help men 

suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Links between individual Gyro Clubs and the Project could 

result in new members who could benefit significantly from the spirit of friendship that Gyro has to offer. However, 

delegates felt that a better – perhaps written – description of Project Phoenix was needed. 

Some clubs admit female members as full members (ie with or without a Gyro spouse) and the policy on this was 

re-stated as being entirely up to clubs themselves, without interference from District or International. 

Meanwhile, the Gyro Club Foundation (Vancouver) was transferred to stewardship of the District. 

 

Pat Marshall, 1
st
 VP 

HELP WANTED 
 
Stew Murray has relocated to Amica House at the Gorge, 994 Gorge Rd. W. Since he is no longer able 
to drive, he would appreciate getting a lift from any Gyros in the area and/or able to pick him up and 
bring him to meetings. If you can help, please give Stew a call at 250-658-4373. 
 

Ron Campion, Health and Welfare 
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Regular Dinner meeting 16-Oct-18 Uplands 

Annual Fall Ball 27-Oct-18 Uplands 

Regular Dinner meeting 20-Nov-18 Uplands 

Regular Dinner meeting 4-Dec-18 Uplands 

                 
Children’s Christmas Party 15-Dec-18 Uplands 

Gyro Adult X-mas Party 18 Dec 2018 Uplands 

NO Dinner 1-Jan-19 
 

Robbie Burns mixed dinner 15-Jan-19 Uplands 

Regular Dinner meeting 5-Feb-19 Uplands 

Past President's 23-Feb-19 Past President's party 

Regular Dinner meeting 5-Mar-19 Uplands 

St Paddy's Day Mixed Party 19-Mar Uplands Mixed Event 

Regular Dinner meeting 2-Apr-19 Uplands 

Regular Dinner meeting 16-Apr-19 Uplands 

Installation 3-May-19 Uplands 

Installation 4-May-19 Uplands 

Installation 5-May-19 Uplands 

Regular Dinner meeting 21-May-19 Uplands 

Offsite Dinner meeting 4-Jun-19 location TBD 

Steak Fry 18-Jun-19  

 

CAMOSUN CLUB CALENDAR 

 

THE LAST PAGE 

Your Executive 

President Marc DUMAIS 1st VP Pat MARSHALL 

Secretary Peter WHELAN 2nd VP Brian JOSLING 
Treasurer Jay FRAY Past President Peter STANFORD 

Director Rick McKAY Director Ron FROLEK 

Director John AMISS Director Hans RODENBURGH 
Sheriff (ex officio) Mike WEDEKIND Bulletin (Ex officio) Colm FOY 

 

The Thunderbird Bulletin is published by the Camosun Gyro Club for the benefit of its members. The views and ideas expressed in the 

Bulletin are those of the authors and do not represent those of the Club or Gyro International. Overall Editor: Colm Foy (colmfoy@gmai l.com). 


