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President Mike Wedekind called the group together at 7:05 p.m.  

Seventeen “screens” consisting of Gyros – men, wives, couples, and Golden Girls participated. 

Owing to a technical problem the breakout rooms were not possible so a general chat session ensued. 

At 7: 25 Mike introduced our Speaker Gary Shinder, a new Member of the Camosun Gyro Club. 

Gary commented on how pleased he and his wife Beverley were on being invited to join Gyro. 

He entitled his address as a “Short History of Israel”. 

He noted that the history of the Country went back 1000's of years but he would deal only with the 

period from the early 1900's to present day. 

That which follows includes only the highlights of Gary's talk. 

In 1917 as a result of the Balfour Declaration the state of Israel was separated from the Ottoman 

Empire. 

In 1922 as a result of deliberations at the San Remo Conference, Britain took control of Trans Jordan. 

During the Holocaust 1000's of Jews escaped Europe and made their way to Palestine, and established 

colonies throughout the Country between 1940 and '47. In 1948 the area we know as Israel was granted 

independence by the U.N. 

The 50's and early 60's were relatively peaceful with skirmishes between Israelis and Palestinians. 

In 1967 significant conflicts lead to the 6 Days War, and in '74 the Yom Kippeu War. 

In 1978 the Camp David Accord established Israel as a separate independent State. 

The time between then and now has been difficult with various outbreaks  of attacks, forceful 

incursions and so on.  

However, it seems that the majority of citizens of both countries would prefer peace to war and seem to 

be working in that direction. 

A question and answer period followed Gary's address and he was thanked by Mike before terminating 

the gathering at 8:15. 

 


