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KEEPING UP 

Though this issue is timed to coincide 
with our club’s first “Virtual” meeting 
under the stewardship of President 
Mike, many of you will read it 
afterwards. Hence the inclusion of 
the minutes of the AGM to keep you 
abreast of what’s going on and who’s 
in charge! 

This Thunderbird Bulletin is going to 
appear relatively “thin”, there having 
been little to report during the 
summer and lockdown and the 
continued reluctance of Gyros to 
send me their material.  I do regret 
this: the Bulletin has the potential to 
keep us all together and informed, 
even of the trivia in our lives. 

So, once again (do some things never 
change?), I am asking Gyros to step 
up and send me their news, their 
views and even “old” travellers’ tales 
to keep the rest of us informed and 
entertained. Colm 

 

 

  

Thunderbird Bulletin 
Camosun Gyro Club, Victoria, B.C., Canada 

CONTENTS 

A word from President Mike 2 

AGM Minutes June 23 4 

Who is … Ed Navickus? 7 

The Penultimate Page 11 

The Last page: New Executive 
etc 

12 

 

EDITORIAL 

Missing each other? 
 
In May, we were all assuming that the 
virus pandemic would be both an 
unwelcome and a short-lived visitor. 
How wrong we were! It is likely to be 
with us for some time and we’re going 
to have to live with that fact. 
 
It has shown us many things but, for 
Gyros, perhaps the major “discovery” 
is the value of our meetings and our 
face-to-face discussions with our 
friends. In “normal” times, we may be 
tempted to take Gyro meetings for 
granted – even, when the weather is 
inclement – a bit of a nuisance. 
Without them, though, we are poorer. 
 
This shutdown has shown us how 
much we have become used to Gyro 
camaraderie and friendship. It has 
also taught us how much Gyro means 
to us.  
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A WORD FROM PRESIDENT MIKE WEDEKIND  
 

Gyro International District IV.  

The Bylaws of Gyro International 
provide that each District shall have 
full power and authority upon all 
matters, provided however, that no 
action shall be taken by any District 
which is inconsistent with the 
provisions of the Constitution or 
By-Laws, or in violation of the 
principles or ideals, of Gyro 
International.  

Furthermore, the District has an 
Executive Committee which 
consists of all the Presidents of the 
District Clubs plus the District 
Officers. Each club has one vote, 
but the District Officers have no 
vote except that the Governor does 
in the event of a tie. This 

emphasises the fact that Gyro is governed by the Clubs through their Presidents and through 
the District Governor to Gyro International.  

Each club is expected to advance its concerns at the Executive Committee meeting and be able 
to discuss the Agenda Items. The next meeting is on September 12th and will be by Zoom. I will 
be representing our club and each member of our club should email me if you have any 
concerns, suggestions, or advice for me to advance. michaelwedekind@hotmail.com  

If our club is not represented at a session of the International Convention by an accredited 
delegate or delegates, and the President of the club has not authorized anyone to vote on 
behalf of the club then the club shall be deemed to have assigned, by written proxy, all of its 
votes to the officer of its District who is in attendance at the Convention and representing that 
District.  

mailto:michaelwedekind@hotmail.com
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It is through this process that our club can have a voice at the International Convention, and I 
think that we should have a budget item to pay for a member of our club to attend. If we have 
any ideas about the role of International or our District in our affairs, we must be proactive.  

Our District IV encompasses the Province of British Columbia, Washington State, and the State 
of Oregon. We are the largest of the 11 districts in Gyro International, with over 600 active 
members. There are currently 19 clubs within the District. Each club has its own Board of 
Directors and sets its own meeting schedule. Our District is there to help each of the clubs by 
encouraging the clubs to send delegates to its conventions and the Governor and Lt. Governor 
of the District are available to attend Installations of new Boards.  

The Income for the District Budget for the year commencing August 1st is expected to be 
$14,950.00 of which $3,500.00 will be spent on the District Convention in Nanaimo and 
$5,000.00 will be spent on the International Convention in Winnipeg. $300.00 has been 
budgeted for the Zoom meetings on September 12th and 19th, $3,500.00 on installations and 
the balance on administrative expenses.  

So, now you know where your payment to the District of $30.00 goes.  
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Minutes of the Camosun Annual General Meeting, June 23rd 2020 
19:00 (via Zoom) 

Report by Ed Navickas 

 
Chair: Pat Marshall 
 

 
Attendees (22 members): 

Patrick Benloulou Jay Fray Ed Navickas Stu Cameron Ron Frolek John Read Marc Dumais 
Ken Fyke Hans Rodenburgh Ray Elford Michael Gatens Conrad Rusnak Tim Evans Ed Kustan Jim 
Spence Terry Fauteux Pat Marshall Mike Wedekind Paul Fogh-Dohmsmidt Ray Mew Tom Wood 
Colm Foy 
 

 
Agenda Items: 

Introduction of Speaker – Ken Fyke – “Covid-19 Update”: 
Ken Fyke was greeted by attending members and proceeded with updating us all on the current 
status of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

 
Key statistical comparisons worldwide were presented in a straight-forward and informative 
update. Take-aways included: 

The number of world-wide cases of infection are still on the rise. As of June 21/20, 
183,000 new cases per day and rising rapidly. 

Canada experiencing 218 deaths per million population 

USA experiencing 369 deaths per million population 

UK experiencing 628 deaths per million population 

Australia experiencing 4 deaths per million population 

Sweden experiencing 500 deaths per million population 

Canadian comparisons: 

BC experiencing 33 deaths per million population 
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AB experiencing 31 deaths per million population 

ON experiencing 180 deaths per million population 

PQ experiencing 640 deaths per million population 

Canada has generally done well to date and particularly BC. 

Currently BC is in Phase 2 moving to Phase 3 re-opening with all the inherent risks in 
doing so. 

Expect a surge in cases in Sept/Oct as the summer travel and Phase 3 re-opening 
increase our number of personal contacts. This is potentially compounded with schools 
re-opening in September. 

Herd immunity is not likely to happen with any effectiveness due to the nature of the 
virus so a vaccine will be our best defence. 

161 vaccines currently being worked on worldwide. 5 effective vaccines may be 
developed as a result. All without long term trials. 

Likely that vaccines will be developed within an unprecedented 12 months. Once 
developed, then watch for the politics involved in trying to supply 7+billion doses! 

In the meantime, there is hope that our current practices including social distancing, 
fastidious handwashing, coughing into sleeve, wearing masks etc. may in fact lessen the 
spread of the yearly Flu Season as we have never adopted these preventive habits on 
such a wide scale prior to Covid-19. 
 
As “Dr. Bonnie” says: “the virus is everywhere so don’t let your guard down”. 

 

 
Ken responded to a number of questions from the audience and also suggested the following 
websites for further reference: 
 

W.H.O. 
Johns Hopkins University - Coronavirus 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (USA) 
Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) 
BC Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) 

Pat Marshall thanked Ken for his very informative presentation and his insights. 
 

Call Meeting to Order: 
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Pat Marshall called the business meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. 
 

Establish quorum of one half of the total membership: 
 
With 22 members present, quorum of 31 was not achieved. Due to some difficulties with the 
Zoom log-in and difficulties in trying to reschedule during the pandemic, it was unanimously 
decided to carry on with the agenda as distributed prior to the AGM. 
 

Receive Treasurer’s report on the Financial Statements of the previous year (2019/2020) 
and the Budget for the balance of this year (2020/2021): 

 
Jay Fray presented the financial statements and budget and indicated that: 

There was a $1500.00 surplus due to fewer meetings 
We have a balanced budget with a strong financial position as indicated 
Budget assumptions based on “normal” schedule of meetings/events starting 
September 2020. Will adjust as circumstances warrant. 

Ken Fyke moved to accept the Budget and Financial Statements as presented.  
Paul Fogh-Dohmsmidt seconded the motion. Carried. 
 

Reports of the Directors: 
 
Hans Rodenburgh – Fall Ball scheduled for October 24, 2020. Should have a band secured by 
the end of the week. Still require confirmation on the venue. 
 
Ron Frolek – last year’s Golf Tournament was a great success with 27 members (50/50 men and 
ladies attending). Very good feedback received. Unfortunately, there will be no Golf 
Tournament in 2020 as per club pandemic restrictions at the Uplands. 
 
Mike Wedekind – Christmas Party 2019 was well attended with over 100 people. We had good 
prizes, wine on each table and received very good feedback overall. Event was also relatively 
inexpensive. 
 
Marc Dumais – Robbie Burns night was reasonably well attended by approximately 50 people 
who enjoyed the ‘address to the Haggis’, outstanding dancers and good food. Suggest that 
Robbie Burns night be every second year.  
 
Marc Dumais - The Past Presidents’ Ball had 33 people attending. Lower attendance due to 
conflict with date of Opera and people travelling at that time. 
 
Stu Cameron – Guest Speakers report…Stu was thanked and congratulated by all in attendance  
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for the excellent quality of guest speakers and interesting topics over the last year. Already 3 or 
4 speakers are lined up for this year. 
 
Colm Foy – Thunderbird Bulletin – 8 issues were produced this year. Colm reminded us that the 
Bulletin serves as a record and as a channel of communications among Camosun Gyros. If there 
is anything that you wish to share via the Bulletin, please let Colm know. The survey last year 
revealed that almost everyone reads each issue. Colm thanked all who sent in material to be 
published and a special thanks to David Else who recorded our meetings and supplied an 
essential element for each issue. Unanimous virtual applause received for both Colm and David. 
 
Colm Foy – Summer BBQ – postponed at this point in time due to Covid-19 risks. 
 

Report of Nominating Committee: 
 
Pat Marshall, Hans Rodenburgh and Mike Wedekind – Pat thanked Ed Navickas for agreeing to 
join the Board as Secretary. Pat thanked Peter Whelan for his many years of service as Club 
Secretary. Pat welcomed Ray Mew as a new member of the Board, as well as Ed Navickas. The 
Nominating Committee presented the proposed slate for Board of Directors for 2020-2021. 
 

Proposed Board of Directors 2020-2021: 
 

President: Mike Wedekind 
Past President: Pat Marshall 
First VP: Hans Rodenburgh 
Second VP: Tim Evans 
Treasurer: Jay Fray 
Secretary: Ed Navickas 
Board Members: Rick McKay, Ron Frolek, Ray Mew, Colm Foy 

 
If members wish to nominate someone for the Board or executive, they may do so with the 
seconder and an election can be held at the AGM. 

 
Responsibilities agreed to: 

 
App & Yap: Ron Frolek 
Pub Nite: Pat Marshall 
Speakers: Ray Mew; Stu Cameron; Marc Dumais; Pat Marshall 

 
Further Nominations for Directors from the floor: 

Pat Marshall asked those in attendance if there are any further nominations and hearing none, 
the proposed slate will be voted on. 
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Election of Directors for the balance of the year (2020/2021): 

Ken Fyke moved to approve the slate of Proposed Board of Directors as presented by the 
Nominating Committee. 
 
Paul Fogh-Dohmsmidt seconded the motion. Carried. 
 
Pat Marshall, outgoing President and Chair, turned over the meeting to the incoming President 
and Chair, Mike Wedekind. Pat congratulated all elected Board members. 
 
A hearty round of virtual applause ensued for Pat Marshall for the superb and amazing job as 
President this year…especially under the very tough circumstances due to Covid-19. 
 
Mike Wedekind, incoming President and Chair, thanked the Board of Directors for ‘stepping up’ 
and indicated that there are currently 62 members, with a total of 106 including Lady Gyros, in 
the Camosun Gyro Club. The Thunderbird Bulletin is a great way to stay connected and Mike 
looks forward to making his contributions as President. Mike emphasized the importance of our 
website as a way to improve the Club. Currently only 7 clubs have active websites. Mike will 
initiate a series of small discussion meetings to gather ideas on how we can improve our Club 
and attract new members. 
 

Motion to Adjourn: 
Adjourned at 8:12 p.m. Moved by Mike Wedekind. 
 
Meeting Minutes/Discussion Notes recorded by Ed Navickas, Secretary 
 

******* 

Reminder from the Bulletin Editor: 

All Executive meetings are open to ordinary Gyro Members. In the next season, I am hopping to 
add them to the Calendar for your information. However, there is usually insufficient space for 
me to publish the minutes in every issue of the Bulletin, unless there is a general demand from 
Members. Colm 

  



CAMOSUN GYRO September 2020 
 

 

Stay HOME, Stay SAFE, Stay GYRO!  9 

 

WHO IS … Ed Navickas? 
 

I was born in Hamilton, Ontario in 
1956. My parents, who were both 
born in Lithuania, met in Manchester, 
England after the war. They married in 
1951 and as 21-year-old newlyweds 
immediately immigrated to Canada 
looking for opportunity and adventure. 
They were part of a wave of 
immigration from all parts of a war-
torn Europe. I arrived smack in the 
middle of the “baby boomer” bubble, 
grew up in the suburbs, played a lot of 
basketball at school and various 
church leagues, and spent summer 

weekends at the family cottage near Perry Sound, Ontario. I had a great childhood. 

I developed an interest in science and geology while in grade school, and when my grade 7 
teacher told me about careers in geology I was sold. I mean what kid didn’t want to find buried 
treasure?!! 

I graduated from McMaster University in 1979 with a BSc in Geology and was hired during my 
final year by Hudson’s Bay Oil & Gas, moving to Calgary right after graduation. This was a 
golden time in the energy business and geologists were in demand. It was after the “oil 
embargo” by OPEC, and the pursuit of energy self-sufficiency and national energy security were 
of prime importance. It was an honour to be part of this exciting time. Quite different from the 
“seemingly” prevailing attitude of today! 

I worked at Hudson’s Bay Oil & Gas, Dome Petroleum, Canadian Reserve Oil & Gas and Sceptre 
Resources Ltd, where I became Southern District Exploration Manager. During these 17 years I 
specialized in carbonate sedimentology and in particular in exploration for light oil reservoirs in 
the Williston Basin of Southeast Saskatchewan, Manitoba and North Dakota. It was to be my 
“backyard” for the next 20 years. 

Ed and Carol 
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In 1996 Sceptre Resources Ltd was acquired by Canadian Natural Resources Ltd. It was then 
that I decided to start my own company and in 1997 I founded Empire Energy Inc with 3 
partners and long-time colleagues. 

We grew Empire Energy Inc from a zero-production base to almost 4000 barrels of oil/day 
selling the company in 2002. Over the next 11 years the same partnership started, grew and 
sold 3 additional companies. We named them Romulus Exploration Inc, Tiberius Exploration Inc, 
and Omatius Oil & Gas Ltd. Kind of a Roman/Star Trek theme, however Omatius actually stands 
for “One More And That’s It” …we added the “us” to make it sound Roman. 

Omatius still exists and I remain a Director of the corporation, but all operated production was 
sold in 2013. 

After enjoying a very satisfying career in Calgary, Carol and I retired from our respective careers 
6 years ago and followed our passion for travel. This also included spending more and more 
time in Victoria. With great delight we now call Victoria home for the last 3 years and are 
excited to continue exploring all that the Island has to offer. We have 3 adult children in Calgary 
who love to visit us in Victoria. No grandkids yet. 

We are members of the Victoria Golf Club, the Union Club and the Camosun Gyro Club and we 
continue to enjoy meeting new people and making new friends along the way. 

I remain an active member of the CSPG (Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists) as well as a 
Life Member of APEGA (Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Alberta). 

Ed has been a member of Camosun Gyro Club since March 2019. 
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The Penultimate Page 
Happy September birthdays to: Your editor, Colm Foy (09/09), Ken Fyke (11/09), Sam Chan 
(13/09) and Grant Little (24/09). 

Forthcoming District Events (subject to change, obviously)  

Event Date Event Description 

Saturday, September 12, 2020 District IV Business meeting (Virtual Convention Part I)) 

Saturday, September 18, 2020 North Shore Installation  
Friday, September 19, 2020 District IV Installation and Happy Hours (Convention Part II) 
Saturday, September 19, 2020 Olympia Installation 
Friday, September 25, 2020 Prince George Installation 
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Steak Fry Postponed    TBD? 

 

 

 

THE LAST PAGE 

YOUR EXECUTIVE 2019/2020 

President Mike Wedekind 1st VP Hans RODENBURGH 

Secretary Ed Navickus 2nd VP Tim Evans 

Treasurer Jay FRAY Past President Pat Marshall 

Director Ray Mew Director Ron FROLEK 

Director Colm FOY Director Rick McKay 

 
CAMOSUN CLUB CALENDAR 

The Thunderbird Bulletin is published by the Camosun Gyro Club for the benefit of its members. The views and ideas expressed in the Bulletin are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent those of the Camosun Club or Gyro International. Overall Editor: Colm Foy (colmfoy@gmail.com). 
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