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The  President's Message

The never ending ques�on is what do members get for their Gyro Interna�onal dues.   My ques�on is what can 
members do to enjoy their dues spent.  

1. They can join a commi�ee or take part in running their club. 
2. They can go to different club events and district or interna�onal conven�ons.

3. They can book a holiday to coincide �with a conven�on.  An example would be a conven�on being held in 
Florida or California.

4. They can visit Gyro members in parts of Canada and the United States.  Members are more than happy to 
host another gyro at their home.  Just remember the one roll rule though…don't stay longer than the 
amount of toilet paper on one roll!

Presidents Address  1
1
I would like to thank the Execu�ve Council of Gyro Inter- 
na�onal for having confidence in me to be able to serve as 
President of this fine organiza�on.

Gyro is a unique interna�onal organiza�on that was 
founded in 1912 with the purpose of fun and friendship.   
Being a member enables you to have lifelong opportuni�es
 to travel, a�end and enjoy conven�ons, make new friends,
 and con�nue old friendships.

While working in the workforce, many acquaintances are 
made but forgo�en as the years pass.  As a Gyro or Gyre�e, 
your new friendships can last for decades.  It becomes a 
family of friends.  Laughter, fun and friendship at its best.  
We all want Gyro to flourish. 

Over the last seven years I have been Lt Governor of District 7 for two years, followed by Governor for 
two years.  I then became Interna�onal 3rd Vice President, moving up each year un�l now being 
installed as your President.   I've learned a lot from going to district, interim and interna�onal 
conven�ons including being a member of several interna�onal commi�ees along the way.  
Gyro Interna�onal is like a big company that oversees the health and longevity of our clubs and districts 
throughout North America.    Without leadership, companies fall apart; similarly, organiza�ons like gyro 
will also fall apart.  Gyro has been enjoying friendship for 108 years now.  That alone is something to be 
proud of.

Over the last few years I have heard concerns about having to pay interna�onal dues of $60.00 per 
person per year.  The concerns are mainly from clubs that don't mingle with other clubs or a�end 
conven�ons.  These members are asking their Governors and the Gyro Interna�onal Execu�ve what 
they receive for their dues.  

Some examples of what your dues give you are the following: 
· Harold Bernard presented workshop seminars several years ago at the interna�onal conven�on

on how to methods to a�ract new members.  This informa�on was for Governors to take it back
to their districts to introduce the informa�on to their presidents who in turn would present it to
their club membership.

· The New Era Commi�ee was formed and had several governors and members on it.  It was
chaired by Tim Wright and their mandate was to recommend changes to energize and
modernize Gyro with the hopes of a�rac�ng new members.

· E.C. representa�ves travel to different district events to promote Gyro and answer ques�ons put
forward by members.  Much of this travel is o�en done at their own expense.

· New ideas are collected and distributed on how to a�ract new members to Gyro.
· Leadership material is developed for Lt. Governors and Governors.
· The Gyroscope is published online quarterly and contains good informa�on.  The editor is always

looking for ar�cles and it is the perfect place for clubs to showcase the fun and friendship they
have.
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The  President's Message - cont.

The never ending ques�on is what do members get for their Gyro Interna�onal dues.   My ques�on is 
what can members do to enjoy their dues spent.  

1. They can join a commi�ee or take part in running their club. 
2. They can go to different club events and district or interna�onal conven�ons.
3. They can book a holiday to coincide �with a conven�on.  An example would be a conven�on 

being held in Florida or California.
4. They can visit Gyro members in parts of Canada and the United States.  Members are more than 

happy to host another gyro at their home.  Just remember the one roll rule though…don't stay 
longer than the amount of toilet paper on one roll!

5. The structure is in place.  You need to use it to enjoy your membership as a Gyro.  A coffee at 
Starbucks or Tim Hortons will cost you $5.00 per day or $150.00 a month but for only $5.00 a 
month, it is a cheap expense for so much friendship.  

I look forward to working with the Governors and taking on the important issues in their districts.  With 
a strong representa�ve, clubs will survive with dignity, friendship and longer las�ng membership.  This 
will ensure membership recruitment and higher sa�sfac�on at the club level

More from the President



June 13, 2019 

Dear Gyro Member 

Subject: Clubs Vote to Increase Dues 

The Annual Convention for this great organization was held in Reno Nevada from June 3 to 7, 
2019. District 9 hosted the successful event with business meetings interspersed with fun social 
events such as a western night and a trip to the famous Virginia City silver mining town. 

The Board of Governors meeting was held on June 4 with all Districts represented.  

The Executive Council presented a budget (attached) for the 2019-2020 fiscal year starting on 
May 1. The Governors were advised that the budget as presented was balanced by: 

· Managing the Website and Database improvement expense. 
· Streamlining Gyroscope and Secretary positions. 
· Reducing the Executive travel budget. 
· Absorb impact of declining membership and loss of 4 Clubs.
· Absorb offset of Canadian and US Dollar exchange rate. 

However, Governors were cautioned that a dues increase was inevitable as initiatives such as 
database and website improvements were needed. A motion was passed that the Executive 
present a 2020-2021 Budget to identify what is required and what a deficit would look like.  

The Executive then presented forward projections for 2020-2021 at the AGM showing that a 
dues increase was needed to provide good business services and reserves. This included 
increased support for the database and website; Membership Committee support; upgrades to 
all District and Club websites as required; and a decreased payroll. We examined $7 and $10 
per member scenarios to erase the projected deficit. 

The $10 alternative represented 0.83 cents per month per member and when a motion for a 
dues increase by $10 effective May 1, 2020 was put to a vote of the 76 clubs, it was 
overwhelmingly supported by a 4 to 1 margin based on the committed improvements that we 
must continue to offer our members. 

I want to thank the Club Representatives and District Officers for coming to the convention 
prepared to discuss and support a stronger more vibrant future Gyro. 

I also thank you for being a member of Gyro and encourage you to provide advice to your Club 
as well as to me on how we can continually improve Gyro. Your input is critical to our success. 

Yours in Gyro Friendship 

Ted Shewchuk, President 

An Important Message from the President

Fiscal Change - Dues
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I've learned....
“That the less time I have to work with, the more things I get done.”

- Andy Rooney



           Bryan Flanigan 
Painesville Club member since December 2009,
serving as Club Secretary, VP, President 2013-14,
then Treasurer. Served as LT Gov 2 years then
District Governor 2017-2018. His original member-                                                                                                   
ship sponsor is Bob Patterson. Bryan
co-managed the District 1 conventions in 2014
and 2018. 

Married 50 years this Aug 30 to his wife  Sandy, 

4 children; 1 daughter and 3 sons. 3 grandchildren: 

- 2 girls age 5 mo. & 3 yrs.; and 1 boy age 12.

ndBryan is the 2  oldest of 4 brothers, his older brother a civil Engineer that was responsible for the 

design of the DC Metro transit, and many Ohio Interstate road design projects. A younger brother

is a Dentist with two offices in Illinois; and his youngest brother owns a custom manufacturing 

company for musical instruments in Ohio.

Bryan believes members ideally should be motivated to share the Gyro management work as 

Officers for a short time, so all can enjoy the benefits of the Gyro experience and friendships.  He 

feels Officers should originate from a successful circle of managed Clubs that have demonstrated

The new International 2nd Vice President

Sandy loves the benefits of Gyro and supports the 
work and social calendar. Sandy attended Ohio 
University and Bellarmine College School of Business
 in Kentucky. She works at CNB Bank and has worked 
in Banking operations in Kentucky, western North Carolina 
and two cities in Ohio as the family was re-located for 
Bryan's career assignments. She is polished, beautiful,
 and a “Rock”. 

Bryan graduated with a BS in Mechanical Engineering 
from Cleveland State and has worked more than 40 
years in Construction  and Mining Equipment 
Manufacturing and Sales. Bryan's most recent role as 
VP - Strategic Accounts, he managed Sales and
 relationship for 3 largest customers. All with more than 
$50 Billion in Annual Revenue. Bryan was twice awarded 
the Chairman's “Employee of the Year”, voted on by 
 the Customer and Terex Corporate senior management.

 M
eet

I've learned...
That opportunities are never lost; someone will take the 
ones you miss. - Andy Rooney

- 7 -



He has served many years as the Club's Hospitality 
Room Chair and Server.   Henry is a skilled engraver 
for Memorial headstones and Memorial Displays for 
Veterans in the Valley.  He has donated large amounts 
of granite and engraving for the California Veterans 
Home in Fresno. This includes engraving names of 
those Veterans who resided in the Home and passed.  
He was never compensated monetarily for all his 
work.   He, recently, restored a head stone that was in 
a canal for over 20 years for a family at no cost and 
which demonstrated his outstanding humanitarian 
spirit. Henry has engraved many items that have been 
used for a silent auction to offset convention costs.  In 
October 2018, he made about nine commemorative 
engravings for the District IX Convention that the 
Fresno Gyro Club hosted.  He donated the time and 
material costs, due to his dedication and helpful 
nature for the Club.  His charitable contributions is a 
credit to himself and to the Fresno Gyro Club.

Henry Berumen   - Merit Award  
A dedicated Fresno Gyro and contributor to the San Joaquin Valley Community
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The Tech Committee recently gave a presentation on our new database system at the 
International Convention in Reno. We received great feedback including suggestions for 
improvements, design adjustments to make things easier, as well as offers to test the 
system before launch.  
  
Our guiding principles for developing the site have been to keep it simple, get the basics 
right, and to design it for all members. Since not everyone was able to join us in Reno, 
we will be recording and sharing the presentation over email in the coming weeks. We 
have also setup an e-mail address for members to send any thoughts or suggestions on 
the database to: DatabaseFeedback@gyro.ws 
  
We have been making continued progress on identifying and removing Gyro websites 
that are empty, no longer in use, or have multiple copies. It came to our attention that 
there was an old ‘blue’ version of the International website that some members were still 
linked to, which was causing confusion. This old site has been removed and will now 
load the current International website instead.  
  
On behalf of the Tech Committee, I would like to thank everyone for the kind words, 
positive feedback, and support we received in Reno. We look forward to sharing our 
presentation and getting feedback from more members in the coming weeks.  
  

Matthew Williams, Tech Committee Chair 

Tech Committee Report from Reno



Mike’s Musings ...
INFORMATION & TRIVIA FROM GYRO INTERNATIONAL

From the desk of the Secretary-Treasuer
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Too much to do following the International Convention, so
Mike’s page will begin with the September issue of the GyroScope

 

In the meantime, give some thought to the current days and what we 

should be celebrating - not potato salad, burgers and hot dogs, or day 
off from work -  but the independence we all enjoy.  

July 1 - Canada Day.
Although Canada existed prior to 1867, within both the French and British empires, Canada Day is often informally 
referred to as "Canada's birthday", particularly in the popular press.[4][5][6] However, the term "birthday" can be 

seen as an oversimplification, as Canada Day is the anniversary of only one important national milestone on the way 
to the country's full independence, namely the joining on July 1, 1867, of the colonies of Canada, Nova Scotia, and 

New Brunswick into a wider British federation.

o
July4  - Independence Day

During the American Revolution, the legal separation of the Thirteen Colonies from Great Britain in 1776 actually occurred on 
July 2, when the Second Continental Congress voted to approve a resolution of independence that had been proposed in June 

by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia declaring the United States independent from Great Britain's rule.[5][6] After voting for 
independence, Congress turned its attention to the Declaration of Independence, a statement explaining this decision, which 
had been prepared by a Committee of Five, with Thomas Jefferson as its principal author. Congress debated and revised the 

wording of the Declaration, finally approving it two days later on July 4



.    Ted Shewchuk has been a Gyro member of the McKenzie Island Club since 1994. Since 
his time in Gyro he has held each executive position within the club and currently holds the 
position of Director. Ted served as District VII Lieutenant Governor in 2010-2012, Governor 
in 2012-2014, and Past District Governor from 2014-2016.  as born and raised in Red Lake, 
Ontario. 
   He grew up working alongside his father in the family construction business which he 
eventually took over and then founded Shewchuk Enterprises Ltd. Over the years Ted has 
also had ownership in several �ishing resorts and has dabbled in real estate.  
   Ted resides in Red Lake, with his beautiful wife Annwyl. He has three wonderful 
daughters Aundrea, Jaclyn, and Ashley who are all University graduates. Aundrea and 
Jaclyn are living in Red Lake and Ashley is presently in Ottawa. Ted enjoys travelng the 
world with Annwyl, often meeting Gyro's in their travels. 
   In the past Ted thoroughly enjoyed hockey, curling, and the occasional game of golf. 
   Ted and Annwyl look forward to seeing old friends and making new ones in the 
upcoming years as they start on this journey through the EC.  

 
Ted Shewchuk -  President / Red Lake, ON ~ District VII
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Alan has been a member of the Stampede City Club since 2005. He was Club President (2009-11), 
District VIII Secretary (2012-13) and Governor (2015-16). He also chaired three Governor 
meetings at Conventions in 2016-17.
His career has been in public service as a Civil Engineer - graduating from Ottawa University in 
Ontario in 1978. He was with two provincial environmental protection agencies for 30 years and 
with the National Energy Board of Canada regulating the operation of pipelines for 9 years.
Alan and his wife Tara have been happily married for 43 years while raising two children: a daughter 
in the pharmaceutical industry in Toronto and a son who teaches middle school in Calgary. They 
have three grandchildren. 
Alan enjoys a variety of activities outside Gyro including golf and curling. He is a life member of the 
Royal Canadian Legion where he played a leadership role in the construction of a new Legion 
building in Calgary in 2017. Tara is currently Chair of the ALS Society of Alberta and enjoys 
spending time with family and friends. Combined their couple activities and a love of travel keeps 
life interesting.

.    Ted Shewchuk has been a Gyro member of the McKenzie Island Club since 1994. Since 
his time in Gyro he has held each executive position within the club and currently holds the 
position of Director. Ted served as District VII Lieutenant Governor in 2010-2012, Governor 
in 2012-2014, and Past District Governor from 2014-2016.  as born and raised in Red Lake, 
Ontario. 
   He grew up working alongside his father in the family construction business which he 
eventually took over and then founded Shewchuk Enterprises Ltd. Over the years Ted has 
also had ownership in several �ishing resorts and has dabbled in real estate.  
   Ted resides in Red Lake, with his beautiful wife Annwyl. He has three wonderful 
daughters Aundrea, Jaclyn, and Ashley who are all University graduates. Aundrea and 
Jaclyn are living in Red Lake and Ashley is presently in Ottawa. Ted enjoys travelng the 
world with Annwyl, often meeting Gyro's in their travels. 
   In the past Ted thoroughly enjoyed hockey, curling, and the occasional game of golf. 
   Ted and Annwyl look forward to seeing old friends and making new ones in the 
upcoming years as they start on this journey through the EC.  
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Alan Pentney – First Vice President / Calgary, AB ~ District VIII-  

Bryn Flanigan - – Second Vice-President / Painesille, Ohio ~ District I 

Alan has been a member of the Stampede City Club since 2005. He was Club President (2009-11), 
District VIII Secretary (2012-13) and Governor (2015-16). He also chaired three Governor 
meetings at Conventions in 2016-17.
His career has been in public service as a Civil Engineer - graduating from Ottawa University in 
Ontario in 1978. He was with two provincial environmental protection agencies for 30 years and 
with the National Energy Board of Canada regulating the operation of pipelines for 9 years.
Alan and his wife Tara have been happily married for 43 years while raising two children: a daughter 
in the pharmaceutical industry in Toronto and a son who teaches middle school in Calgary. They 
have three grandchildren. 
Alan enjoys a variety of activities outside Gyro including golf and curling. He is a life member of the 
Royal Canadian Legion where he played a leadership role in the construction of a new Legion 
building in Calgary in 2017. Tara is currently Chair of the ALS Society of Alberta and enjoys 
spending time with family and friends. Combined their couple activities and a love of travel keeps 
life interesting.

Executive Council, 2019-2020

Painesville Club member since December 2009, serving as Club Secretary, VP, President 
2013-14, then Treasurer. Served as LT Gov 2 years then District Governor 2017-2018. His 
original membership sponsor is Bob Patterson. Bryan co-managed the District 1 conventions 
in 2014 and 2018

. Married 50 years this Aug 30 to his wife Sandy.4 children; 1 daughter and 3 sons. 3 
grandchildren: - 2 girls age 5 mo. & 3 yrs.; and 1 boy age 12

.Bryan graduated with a BS in Mechanical Engineering from Cleveland State and has worked 
more than 40 years in Construction and Mining Equipment Manufacturing and Sales. Bryan's 
most recent role as VP - Strategic Accounts, he managed Sales and relationship for 3 largest 
customers. All with more than $50 Billion in Annual Revenue. Bryan was twice awarded the 
Chairman's “Employee of the Year”, voted on by the Customer and Terex Corporate senior 
management

Bryan believes members ideally should be motivated to share the Gyro management work as 
Officers for a short time, so all can enjoy the benefits of the Gyro experience and friendships.  

He feels Officers should originate from a successful circle of managed Clubs that have 
demonstrated regular growth in membership
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W. Michael McNally,Secretary-Treasurer  
Buffalo, New York ~ District III

    Mike has been a Gyro since 1983 and is a PDG of District III, and was Gyro 
International President in 2013-2014. 

He has been married to Cynthia for 34 years. Both Mike and Cynthia were born in 
Buffalo, NY and are living in East Amherst, NY, a suburb of Buffalo. They have three 
daughters, Meghan, Kaitlyn and Shannon. Mike and Cynthia hail from Gyro families. 
Mike's father Wayne is a Buffalo Gyro and Cynthia's father was PIP Don Heath. 

®  Mike is a Certified Financial Planner  and Wealth Management Advisor.

  Mike is also a golfer and skier, as well as a honey-do list laborer. Mike and Cynthia look 
forward to continuing their service to Gyro .  

Matt Johnson - President / Olympia, WA ~ District IV

      Matthew "Matt" Johnson has been a member of the Olympia Gyro Club since 2001.  He has 
served three terms as Club President and served as District IV Governor in 2011-2012.  He is 
currently also President of the Tacoma Gyro Club.
       Matt was born in Fort Dodge, IA and graduated from high school in Puyallup, WA.  He 
returned to the mid-west to attend Lake Forest College, graduating Magna Cum Laude with 
Honors in Politics in 1988.  He graduated from the University of Washington School of Law in 
1998, and began his legal career with the Washington State Attorney General's office.  He spent 
ten years as in house counsel for a major international insurance company and is now the 
Managing Attorney of a three attorney Plaintiffs Personal Injury/Wrongful Death firm in 
Olympia, WA.  Matt is a trial lawyer, and enjoys every opportunity to present his client's case to 
a jury.
     Helives in Gig Harbor, WA with his wife Lisa Kay.  Together they have four children and one 
grandchild, age 3.  They enjoy traveling, particularly to Mexico and the Caribbean.  Matt, a huge 
sports fan, loves to follow the Seahawks, Mariners and Nascar driver Kasey Kahne.  Matt and 
Lisa are excited to serve on the EC and meet many more Gyros throughout the US and Canada. 

Matt Johnson - I. Past President / Olympia, WA ~ District IV

      Matthew "Matt" Johnson has been a member of the Olympia Gyro Club since 2001.  He has 
served three terms as Club President and served as District IV Governor in 2011-2012.  He is 
currently also President of the Tacoma Gyro Club.
       Matt was born in Fort Dodge, IA and graduated from high school in Puyallup, WA.  He 
returned to the mid-west to attend Lake Forest College, graduating Magna Cum Laude with 
Honors in Politics in 1988.  He graduated from the University of Washington School of Law in 
1998, and began his legal career with the Washington State Attorney General's office.  He spent 
ten years as in house counsel for a major international insurance company and is now the 
Managing Attorney of a three attorney Plaintiffs Personal Injury/Wrongful Death firm in 
Olympia, WA.  Matt is a trial lawyer, and enjoys every opportunity to present his client's case to 
a jury.
     Helives in Gig Harbor, WA with his wife Lisa Kay.  Together they have four children and one 
grandchild, age 3.  They enjoy traveling, particularly to Mexico and the Caribbean.  Matt, a huge 
sports fan, loves to follow the Seahawks, Mariners and Nascar driver Kasey Kahne.  Matt and 
Lisa are excited to serve on the EC and meet many more Gyros throughout the US and Canada. 

Executive Council, 2019-2020, cont.
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On Saturday, May 25th, President Matt Johnson made the 300-mile round trip between Gig 
Harbor and Bellingham, WA  - in inclement weather - to present recently retired International 
Secretary-Treasurer Emil Baijot with this unique plaque commemorating his service to the 
fraternity. Following the Reno convention, the plaque will be transported to headquarters.

It was noted that after a couple of years attending various club installations and conventions as a 
guest, he crossed the border to became an active member of the Chilliwack club in 1980. He 
then started the Bellingham club in 1981. His service to Gyro includes being club president 
twice; three years as  a District IV officer; five years as an International Executive; and now 
ending almost 20 years as International Secretary-Treasurer. Not quite finished, his service to 
Gyro continues as he remains the website facilitator and as the Editor and publisher of the  
quarterly GyroScope online magazine.

Gyro Interational Honors Retired S/T
On the walls of the Secretary-Treasurers’ office at Gyro International headquarters building in 
Painesville, Ohio, there are framed photographs or engraved plaques of past Secretary- 
Treasurers that commemorate their service to the fraternity.
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 I've learned...
That a smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.

- Andy Rooney



GYRO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION - RENO - 2019

The 2019 Annual Gyro International Convention was held June 3-7 in Reno, Nevada.   
 
A good showing of Gyros and their wives descended upon Reno to attend the annual convention 
but to also have the opportunity to visit with old friends and make new ones.   The location was 
the Silver Legacy Hotel and Casino. Alan and Tara Pentney did a great job as bartenders at the 
hospitality rooms.   
 
Many hours of business meeting took place throughout the convention.  An extended discussion 
took place at the Governors meeting (at which members of the International Executive Council 
(EC) were not present). The main reason for the current deficit for the 2018-19 fiscal year arose 
from fluctuations in the Canada-U.S. exchange rates.  The Governors voted against the proposed 
increase but requested the EC to produce a revised budget for the 2020- 21 fiscal year to be 
presented at the Annual General meeting (AGM).   
 
At the Annual General Meeting, Seventy-two Clubs were represented at the meeting with the 
voting either by Club Delegate or by the Governor/Delegate by Proxy.  During the past years, a 
concerted effort has been made to minimize and, in many areas, reduce the ongoing costs of 
Gyro International. The sole reason for the dues increase is to upgrade and modernize the 
International and District Web sites and, as a result, the $10 per member dues was approved at 
the AGM.  Larry Duba made a most generous donation and pledged to fund 25% of the first 
years dues increase.  The dues increase will not take effect until the 2020- 21 fiscal year 
 
Leadership Seminar:  The Chair of the Technology Committee Matt Williams from the 
Nanaimo Club provided an easily understood and excellently explained power point presentation 
on the rationale for the move from the out-dated “Cold Fusion” Network Software to the “Buddy 
Press” Network Software.  The Buddy Press is very user friendly, simple to use for sending 
and receiving messages which is our first priority. The Database and Website will be combined 
with one administrator to offer better communication to our current and prospective members.  
 
June 5 allowed for an afternoon of free time.   The convention organizers arranged an enjoyable 
optional afternoon day trip to Virginia City.  The evening consisted of the installation of District 
IX Officers at a western themed banquet.  Line dancing and square dancing followed.  
 
At the Presidents ball, Ted Shewchuk was sworn in as the new Gyro International President for 
the 2019-20 year, with his wife, Annwyl and their three daughters in attendance.  Alan Pentney 
was installed as 1st International Vice President and Bryan Flannigan was installed as 2nd 
International Vice President.  Matt Johnson became Immediate past International President.   
 
Thanks to the organizers for a wonderful convention.   
 
The 2020 Gyro International Convention will be held in Victoria, BC on June 9-13. 
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- submied by Ted Sewchuk President



GYRO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION - RENO - 2019
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thLate in the evening of April 26 , an email was dispatched by our fearless 
leader, International VP Alan Pentney. He stated to the effect that 
although, the weather did not look too promising, but the roads and 
surrounding terrain had been warmed over the last few days with 
glorious sunshine. So, when the snow arrives it would not stick. Thus he 
decreed that the car rally was on for the next day. Alan, you should know 
by now that even trained meteorologists can't predict Calgary weather. 
This time the trained folks got it right, the spring blizzard blew in but we 
rallied on.

We all met at the Pentney's, had a refreshment or two (not for the 
drivers), and learned who we were teamed with. At the time we set out, it 
was cloudy but not unpleasant. As I looked through the clues, I figured 
we had it made. The route took us through an area where I had lived the 
first 20 years of my life: by the old high school and park, down to the old 
hospital, past restaurants that were something else in “my time” etc. A 
lot of memories. Then it was back to current times and a craft brewery 
hidden away where it was difficult to find. Somehow every one 
managed to get there at close to the same time. They served “sampler 
glasses” for $2. This allowed the drivers to take a time out from all the 
instructions being directed their way and have a short refreshment.

Pentney &  John Cobb had put a lot of thought into the questions and as 
we progressed, things got more difficult as did the weather. First a 
driving rain and just as we got back to Pentney's the rain turned to snow. 
Not to worry, it wasn't going to stick. We all waited patiently for the last 
car to arrive so that we could get the results. Over an hour late, the team 
of three ladies and Brian Stein dragged themselves in. Brian appeared to 
have torn out most of his hair.

We were treated to a fantastic meal, courtesy of Tara Pentney. A lot of 
stories were told although not all could be repeated as in our car it was 
agreed that what was said in the car stayed in the car. Finally the moment 
of truth. A tie!!!. The victorious crews consisted of: Mina Williamson, 
Ridge Forster and Jim Barrette with driver Alan Pentney and Vianne 
Stein, Judy Fillo and Ian Greig with driver John Cobb. It was odd that 
these two drivers were the co-organizers of the rally but they claimed 
they took an oath to only do what they were told. Yeah, right!

It was another great day of Gyro fellowship and 
everyone managed to navigate the storm safely 
home.

SSTAMPEDE CITY

CAR RALLY

- submitted by Ian Grieg / photos by Al Clark

Pentney and the snow that wouldn’t stick. Things were
bare and dryjthree hours before this photo

John Cobb entertains with a story  

Waiting for the results

Somehow these two photos describe how the scoring works in  cricket 

Alan, Mina, Ridge & Tim

Ian, John, Vianne & Judy
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Fifty years ago the Wenatchee Valley WA Gyro Club 
was chartered. That Club was unique at the time as the 
ladies were members of the Club. The men were members 
of Gyro District IV and International. One of the charter 
members was a gentleman named Jim Parker. Jim, with 
Pat at his side, significantly changed Gyro in many ways.

Jim quickly became recognized as a leader and a man able 
to accomplish things. He became Governor of District IV 
at a time when it was by far the largest District in Gyro. 
District IV has always had only one  Lt. Governor. Thus, 
over two years,  Jim visited more than 20 Clubs scattered 
from Vancouver WA in the south west, to Kitimat BC in 
the north, Prince George BC in the east and  to Yakima 
WA in the south.. That was a lot of driving (with the odd 
flight) in two years.

Jim's dedication and diligence were soon recognized by 
the Past International Presidents who then placed his 
name in nomination for the Executive Council. In 1985, 
Jim again with Pat at his side, was installed as President of 
Gyro International at the convention in Coeur d'Alene, 
Idaho, a place where Jim went to high school.

Gyro thrived during his term on the EC but he didn't stop 
there. In 1992 he volunteered to accept an appointment to 
become International Secretary Treasurer. He accepted 
this for a five year term as he felt it should not be a “life 
long” appointment.

This involved a move from Wenatchee to the location of 
the head office in Painesville OH.  At that time, I doubt 
that his compensation would  have covered their rent. Jim 
accomplished many things during his time in Painesville, 
the most significant was moving Gyro into the computer 
age. He determined that the job of Secretary Treasurer 
could be done from a remote location with occasional 
visits to Painesville. This opened the door for many 
qualified people to consider taking the position. About 
four years into his term, he returned to his beloved 
Wenatchee. As promised, he passed the torch after the five 
year term.

We first met Jim in 1985 in  Coeur d'Alene ID. We were 
going to a pre-covention event at the Ekness home. Lyle 
was a butcher and made great sausages for barbequing. 
We knew where this was as we had been there before. On 
the way to our car we saw a couple who appeared to be 
looking for directions. We offered them a ride. That was 
the start of a long and wonderful friendship.

Jim and par had two homes. One in East Wentachee and 
one on beautiful Lake Chelan. We have not been able to 
get them up to Calgary, but we have stayed with them on

34 YEARS AND COUNTING

A GYRO FREINDSHIP

two occasions. The first was just before the International 
Convention in 2001 hosted by the Wenatchee Club and 
chaired by Jim. He was calm, cool and collected during 
our visit which included the late Bud Abell and Gerry. 
With PIP Bud and Gerry, the Parkers and ourselves we 
discussed Gyro for most of the visit. We probably wore 
out our directories and our “black books”. On the day 
before the convention, unannounced, across the road and 
down the hill came PIP Chris and Judy Randall. Quickly, 
refreshments and a snack were offered and accepted. An 
offer of a bed for the night was turned down. I didn't know 
where they would have slept.

On the second occasion we had pre-arranged the visit but 
had under estimated the time it was going to take to get 
there. We arrived about an hour and a half late in 
Wenatchee and quickly bought some supplies and headed 
for the lake When we got there we were greeted by Jim 
and Pat's daughter and a friend. They rearranged the 
sleeping arrangements and Joan & I got the best spot. 
After breakfast the next day, we were relaxing on the deck 
when a boat load of folks arrived. They were friends of the 
daughter but Jim and Pat knew them all. The boat was 
secured and soon the deck was full of people having a 
great time. I recall turning down a refreshment as it was 
going to be a long day but I got goaded into it by one of 
them.

The last two paragraphs seem rather long and disjointed 
but I hope they describe what incredibly hospitable 
people Jim and Pat Parker are.

After 50 years in Gyro, Jim decided to return his pins and 
reusable mementos to headquarters to be reused by 
others.  I hope whoever receives them will wear them 
with pride.

Jim and Pat Parker are our friends; friends that we met 
through this great fraternity of friendship. To us, Jim 
exemplifies “Power, Poise and Purpose”.  Joan and I are 
grateful for their mentoring during my term on the EC.  
They have never been seen without a smile, a warm 
greeting and a laugh.          
                                       - respectfully submitted  by Ian Greig , PIP- 18 -



Appetizers
Smoked Whitefish
Pickled Northern Pike
Pickled Goose Breasts
Pickerel Tidbits Beer Battered
Smoked Venison Sausage
Spicy Venison Sausage
Venison Kubassa

Soup
Wild Fish Chowder

Salad
Field Greens
 

Main Course
Venison Kidney Pie
Venison Chili
Moose Mushroom Ragu
Pheasant Supreme
Baked Lake Trout
Mango Glazed Salmon
Baron of Bison
Roast Venison
Peppered Moose Roast
Stuffed Peach Glazed Jackfish
Hot Louisiana Goose/Duck
Swedish Goose Balls
 

Accompaniments
Wild Rice Casserole
Stir Fried Vegetables
Buns/Butter

Dessert
Lemon Sherbet
 

40th Annual Fish & Dame Dinner
                                 by Tim

THANKS TO 
OUR 
CHEFS
Mark Rathwell (front right), 
Patrick Rathwell, 
Tim Paul (front left), 
om Brotherston & 
Dave Follette.  
Very special thanks to 
Chef Ernie Tkachuk & the
Ge ranite Curling Club staff.
 
Tim Paul & Mark Rathwell 
for their organizing efforts 
and Bob Drew for all his 
work on assembling the
 prizes

MENU

It was an anniversary year for the Fish and Game Dinner as we celebrated 
40 years of this annual tradition.

 
Once again, our chef, Ernie Tkachuk, turned a pile of gangly old game 

into some of the finest cuisine worthy of the world's finest restaurants. Every 
year we keep saying that this was the best meal ever and this year was no 
exception.  From the appetizers of smoked whitefish and pickled goose 
breasts to main course dishes of pheasant supreme, peppered moose roast, 
and Swedish Goose Balls. It was a feast fit for kings. Thanks to Ernie and his 
staff for their hard work in preparing this once a year extravaganza of fine 
food.

 
We were entertained thru out the evening by Ralph Albany who year after 

year find ways to make us laugh. Thanks Ralph for your continued support 
and thanks to Mark Rathwell for being the butt of a lot of Ralphs 
commentary.

 

 
                                                             The 112 Gyros and their guests in
                                               attendance raised over $2000 dollars for our 
charities. A big thanks to Bob Drew who organized and collected the 
prizes and his unable bodied assistant, Patrick Rathwell, who helped in 
the ticket sales.
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A few months later in April 1953, I met Patricia 
(on a blind date!) and my destiny was set. While 
I returned to the Toronto office at Christmas 
1953, it wasn’t long before I was back to be with 
Pat and a fresh start at UBC Law in the fall of 
1954. We married in early 1955 and our 
daughter Sara arrived in the summer of 1956.  
We were the “first marrieds” in the law class and 
Sara was the first baby. 

I was born in Windsor, Ontario in August 1928 to 
Adam and Olive Neely. Brother Stewart arrived 
four years later.  After a childhood spent in the 
Walkerville area of Windsor, I set off to London 
and completed a Bachelor of Arts â€“ Honours in 
Economics & Political Science at the University of 
Western Ontario in 1951. I joined the Toronto 
brokerage office of A.E. Ames & Co later that year 
and was then transferred out to the Victoria office 
in 1952.  It was on their bond desk that I met 
Colin Rutherford, a Gyro and life-long friend. 

I was the first articling student at one of Victoria's 
oldest firms Pearlman & Lindholm. Following my 
call to the Bar in 1958, I established a solicitor's 
practice with a focus on commercial and 
residential real estate, and wills, estates & trusts. 
I became a partner in 1965. I changed my status 
to associate counsel circa 1999 and retired from 
practice in 2005. A life in the law with one firm is 
rare indeed!  

I was a member of the Victoria Bar Association 
from 1959; served as a director then later 
President in 1986/87 and carried on as Past 
President. One of my concerns was that the 
Victoria Bar had grown so large that the ordinary 
civilities one expects from other lawyers were 
being eroded by the lack of personal contact. 
Forming subsections was a way to bring together 
lawyers with shared interests.  Apart from the real 
property and the wills and trusts subsections 
which I founded, I also initiated monthly meetings 
for members interested in law office 
management. I was also a member, executive 
officer and frequent speaker for the Victoria 
Estate Planning Council. In 2007, the Victoria Bar 
Association gave me an award for my 
“contribution to the law”. 

In 1981, I started writing 17 Legally Speaking 
columns per year, for approximately 18 years, 
and then once a month, on legal issues that 
affect realtors. January 2006 was the 25th 
anniversary of the columns and the 400th was 
written for September 2006.  BCREA describes 
the Legally Speaking columns as "one of the 
most trusted publications for real estate 
professionals in BC".  In addition to realtors, 
notaries and lawyers subscribe to the 
publication which has summarized in excess of 
five hundred cases in a manner that translates 
"legal jargon into entertaining, meaningful 
reading [which] turns risk avoidance into a 
welcome task".  After I finished my time on the 
columns, the BCREA retained four Vancouver 
lawyers to take my place! 

      Gerry Neely has been a Gyro for pover a     
       half-century (55 years) and is .the doyen 
              of the Camosun Gyro Club.

My long-standing relationship with the British 
Columbia Real Estate Association (BCREA) 
began in the mid-1970s when I was retained to 
review all provincial legislation impacting the real 
estate profession. I then began preparing briefs 
on behalf of the BCREA to various government 
ministries concerning, among other issues, the 
protection of Realtors' commissions and the 
establishment of a real estate foundation.  

This profile wasexcerpted from the  Camosun              
Club’s ecellent “Tunderbird Bulletin”
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Yes! He’s a Gyro too!

The 'Ruth A. Densmore Senior Advocate Award' was                                                                                                                                     
instituted in honor of the late Ruth Densmore, a visionary                                                                                                       
who at the young age of 51 saw the need aging adults in                                                                                                 
Lake County shared, the concerns they faced and the issues                                                                                            
that needed to be addressed. 

In 1970, Lakeland Community College commissioned the “                                                                                             
Se nior Citizens Project“, which was to be managed by Ruth,                                                                                             
along with a group of concerned Lake County citizens. 

Their research and recommendations led to the eventual                                                                                        
chartering of the Lake County Council on Aging in October                                                                                               
of 1972.

Since 2012 the Board of Trustees of the Council on Aging                                                                                               
has recognized the need to honor those in our area whose life and work demonstrate a passion for service to seniors and 
whose actions are a strong advocacy for the senior population of Lake County. 

The Lake County Council on Aging Leadership Team and Board of Trustees submit nominations for this prestigious 
award. 

Our 2019 honoree is board-certified internist and Lake Health geriatrician, DR. STEPHEN BAUM, MD. 

For over 40 years, Dr. Baum has played a key role in providing preventative and medical care to the aging population in 
Lake County. 

Most recently, he and Dr. Lori Stevic Rust were instrumental in reestablishing a geriatric assessment program at Lake 
Health with the support of the Council on Aging.

Dr. Stephen Baum, M.D.

Ÿ Dr Stephen Baum is a 22 year member of the Painesville Gyro Club, and also a Club Past President from 2003  2004.
Ÿ Steve and his wife Robin moved to Painesville (Concord) in 1986 from California after attending UCLA. 
Ÿ  Dr Baum now practices within the Lake Hospital Medical Campus and specializes in Geriatric Care.
Ÿ  Several of our members now benefit from his friendship and Specialty.
Ÿ  One of our Clubs favorite catered Picnic sites is at the Baum Lake House along the eastern shores of Lake Erie.
Ÿ Steve's Dad was a Painesville Club member and known for his great abilities to tell stories and jokes at Club event
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Conventions & Interim Meetings
to learn more, go to http://www.gyro.ws

Future Deadlines for the GyroScope
  Sept 28 / Dec 28

DISTRICTS

INTERNATIONAL

District I Convention ............................................................ September 13-15, 2019
   Marion, OH

District II Convention .....................................................................  September 3019

District III Convention ........................................................... September 20-22, 2019
   Peterborough, ON
......
District IV Convention ........................................................  September 20-22, 2019
   Vernon hosting

District VI Convention.................................................................. September 28 2019

District VII Convention ........................................................ September 12-15,  2019
   Duluth, MN
..
District VIII Convention .................................................................. May  28-31, 2020
   Medicine hat, AB

District IX Convention   .....................,,,,,,.................................................  June 1020
   TBD

District X Convention ......................................................................  November 2019

June 2-6, 2020 ........................................International & D-IVConvention
                                           Victoria, BC - District IV

2021 .................................Winnipeg, District VII + International Convention

2022 .................................................... District I + International Convention

?“HAVE YOU
INVITED A
FRIEND TO

GYRO” 
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         GYRO CONVENTION 
       June  2-6, 2020

Let a man walk ten miles steadily 
on a hot summer's day along a dusty 
country road, and he will soon discover 
why beer was invented.    - Gilbert K. ChestertonSU

MM
ER

TI
ME


	Binder1
	page 1 cover
	page 2 contents
	page 3 prez
	page 4 prez
	page 5 dues
	page 6 budget

	page 7 Bryan
	page  8 tech merit
	PAGE 9 MIKE
	page 10 ec1
	PAGE 11 EC 2
	page 12 plaque
	page 13 reno 1
	page 14 reno 1
	PAGE 15 rENO 2
	page 16 reno 3
	page 17 stampede
	page 18 parker
	page 19 winnipeg
	page 20 Neeley
	page 21 baum
	page 22 end



